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For more than half a century, the people of the United States have supported international educational and cultural exchange programs as an investment in global understanding and peace.  In that tradition, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), with funding from the American people and through its contractor World Learning, will implement a new program for Serbian students called the FORECAST Exchange Program.  

FORECAST Exchange will provide scholarships for one academic year of undergraduate, non-degree study in the United States beginning in August 2007. The scholarship will cover international/domestic travel, tuition, room and board, accident/sickness insurance, a small monthly stipend, and funding for books. Students will take courses in their area of specialization as well as electives. They will live in university dormitories and will have the opportunity to participate in campus organizations and activities.  They will be also required to take part in community service activities in order to gain a better understanding of U.S. society and values. During their academic year they will also be encouraged to participate in an internship.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY:
The FORECAST Exchange Program is open to all academic fields of study and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national and ethnic origin, or disability.  Competition for the program is merit‑based. Finalists will be selected on the basis of academic excellence, leadership potential, knowledge of English, and their preparedness for study in the United States

In order to be eligible for the FORECAST Exchange Program, applicants must:

· Be a citizen of Serbia and currently reside and study in Serbia;

· Be enrolled as an undergraduate in good standing at a Serbian university and have satisfactorily completed at least one year but not be entering the final year of their studies at the time of application; 

· Be between the ages of 18 and 26;

· Have a strong command of written and spoken English;

· Be able to begin study in the United States in August 2007.  Participants will not be allowed to defer until a later date;

· Be able to receive and maintain the U.S. student exchange visa (J-1) required for this program.

Interested undergraduates are required to fill out a FORECAST Exchange application form that is available from World Learning’s office at Durmitorska 21, Stan 2, Belgrade.  Application forms can also be downloaded from the website: http://start.worldlearning.org. (login: serbia, password: serbia)
Short-listed candidates will be called for an interview by a Selection Committee, and will be required to take the TOEFL test and receive a minimum score of 550. The final selection will be made by USAID in Washington, DC. 

For more information about this program, see http://start.worldlearning.org or call World Learning at 011-362-0570.
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